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Photorefractive keratectomy (PRK) using the Summit emphasis erodible mask was performed on 229 eyes with myopic astigmatism. To analyze the efficacy and safety of the method, we evaluated the following: spectacle corrected visual acuity and refractive error as parameters of efficacy; corneal clarity, decentration of the ablation zone and complications as parameters of safety. Despite the short follow up (the longest was 12 months) our results show that the emphasis erodible mask appears to be an effective surgical method for correcting myopic astigmatism. However, we found a great number of complications and subjective symptoms that worsened the visual outcome. We conclude that the emphasis erodible mask has satisfactory efficacy but unsatisfactory safety.